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Walking the Talk: Energising Indigenous Knowledge Systems by Constructing 
an Internal Research Framework from Within the System. 
 
I te timatanga ko te kore, mai i te kore ko te po, mai i te po ko te Ao marama, 
Tihe i mauri ora 
 
In the beginning, there was the void – the nothing, from the nothing came the night, the darkness, from 
the darkness came the light, the world of light, 
The sneeze of living energy 
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This statement reflects a generic M�ori view (epistemologies) of the creation of 
mankind and the elements within the environment. When one researches indigenous 
knowledge systems and communities, one must first find and position that 
community’s’ system within the context of its own unique system. 
 
Indigenous cultural contexts ought to be researched utilising indigenous research 
frameworks and methodologies or, interior internal functions, not on external 
strategies expounded by non-indigenous institutions and researchers. 
 
What are these frameworks and where are these found?  
 
This paper advocates that researchers of indigenous systems must begin in the 
beginning, the beginning of time of the foci group. Listen and hear the internal voice 
of the people and their stories. 
What uniquenesses (with all their complexities and potentials) are present that could 
assist indigenous knowledge systems research? 
 


