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ABSTRACT

Crop Science for Māori

East Coast Māori groups, working through the East Coast Organic Producers (ECOP) Trust, chose organic vegetable production as a way to improve their social and economic situation. They identified a need for both science education and new research to achieve this. To assist them, Crop & Food Research is working in partnership with AgResearch, an independent extension specialist, and the University of Auckland.  We are also collaborating with Te Runanga O Ngati Porou and Tairawhiti Polytechnic. The work began in late 2003 and is funded by the Foundation for Research, Science & Technology. The broad aim is to improve access for Māori to advances in cropping science. Underlying the whole project is a need to get the best out of three cultures: Māori, pakeha, and science.

Our efforts fall into three main areas:

(1) The Knowledge Pathway - transferring existing knowledge and skills through workshops, field days, and visits to successful companies. A hui in October 2003 identified the key topics to be covered and a schedule of workshops. So far we have provided five workshops, covering the principles of land and crop management for vegetable production. 

(2) The Research Pathway - acquiring new knowledge through experiments designed with the ECOP Trust members. The research covers: (i) Successions of crops to ease the transition to intensive organic production (viewed from tikanga Māori, ecological, economic and educational perspectives). (ii) Improving and maintaining soil fertility (given the remoteness of the ECOP Trust and their financial constraints). 

(3) Sharing our experiences with other communities. Success here will encourage other groups of scientists and Māori to undertake research together. ECOP Trust is keen to spread the benefits of its experiences to the wider community. Tikanga Māori must be transferred to the scientists making them better equipped to work with the broader Māori community.
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