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An ABC of Information for Conference Delegates

Alcohol

Alcohol will be served at the conference’s cocktail function on the first evening and again at the conference dinner on the third evening. Due to our licensing laws, alcohol can not be taken onto or from the conference premises.

Air travel

Most international delegates will land at Auckland Airport on their arrival in New Zealand. If you are travelling to Wellington by plane, the domestic air terminal is a short walk from the international terminal, although a shuttle bus operates between terminals. The flight from Auckland to Wellington is approximately one hour long. Wellington airport is located on a narrow peninsula, and is surrounded by sea. Landings are sometimes a little bumpy. If this is the case on your flight, please be assured that this is perfectly normal.

Artefacts/Art works

You will notice a number of beautiful art works during the conference. Some of these are on loan and some are available for purchase.  To enquire about art works please approach the conference organiser rather than disturbing the displays.
Assistance during the conference

A team of conference workers (kaitiaki) is available to assist you with any queries. They will be clearly identifiable, and they are happy to give you any help or information you need. The conference organiser is also available to answer your questions.

Cameras and electronic recording

No electronic recording of presentations is permitted in any form without the express permission of speakers. 

Cellphones

Please do not operate your cellphones during presentations. 
Children

Children are welcome at the conference. We ask that their care-givers take responsibility for their safety.  Contact the conference organiser to register children.
‘Chill-out’ space
When not in operation, please feel free to use the conference rooms to relax in.
Climate

Wellington’s winter climate is very changeable and can be difficult to predict. Temperatures during the month of June range between 6-11C (43-52F). Strong, gusty winds can lower temperatures, particularly at night. Visitors are encouraged to bring warm clothes, but be prepared for cool, sunny days as well.

Clothing

Visitors are advised to dress for comfort at the conference venue, although formal dress   will be expected during the Conference Dinner, which will take place in the House of Parliament. A tidy standard of dress is expected during formal ceremonies, such as the powhiri. At all other conference events, casual dress is acceptable and appropriate. The conference is taking place in winter, so we suggest that warm clothing, comfortable shoes, and rainwear should be packed. Due to the possibility of high winds, an umbrella is generally not recommended. Light conference jackets will be available for purchase.
Cocktails

Wine and nibbles will be served on the first evening of the conference. This is included in the cost of registration for those paying full registration fees. Delegates receiving subsidised registrations can pay to attend when they register. Entry to the event is open to ticket-holders only (tickets will be issued at registration). All others will be required to leave the venue.
Conference Dinner

The conference dinner will take place at the House of Parliament, and is hosted by the Maori Party. Payment for the conference dinner is not included in the registration fee. Parliamentary security protocols require us to provide a list of dinner guests a week beforehand, so please ensure that you register in advance if you wish to attend this event.

Conference ID

Your conference ID will be issued at registration. Some form of personal ID is required to collect your conference ID and registration pack. If you lose your conference ID, a replacement can be organised at the conference registration desk. Please note: People not wearing conference IDs will be asked to leave the venue.

Crime

New Zealand has a comparatively low crime rate. Visitors are advised to take simple, sensible precautions.

Cultural protocols

International speakers should be aware that the conference will operate according to Maori protocols. These will be explained during the conference. However, we ask that Kaumatua (elders) are given priority, particularly in matters of conference seating and during meal (we have provided limited seating for the daily conference meals). We would be grateful if delegates would refrain from sitting on tables, especially where food is served; chairs will be provided.

Karakia (invocations) will take place at the beginning and end of each day, and before meals. The powhiri (welcoming ceremony) is an important part of proceedings, and we encourage delegates to attend. If you are uncertain about any of our protocols, conference workers are happy to answer any of your questions.

Customs & Excise

There are strict quarantine and customs laws in New Zealand. Please remember that on-the-spot fines are imposed on people who bring foodstuffs (including cheese and biscuits) off the plane. It is not permitted to bring plants, seeds, shells, or goods made from protected wildlife into the country. Sniffer dogs will be present in the customs area.

Dietary needs

If you have any special dietary requirements, please advise the conference organiser as soon as possible.

Disabilities (People living with)
If you require assistance at any point during the conference, please advise the conference organiser as soon as possible. She is happy to make any arrangements you may need.

Diversity

We welcome and honour the diversity of all the people involved in this conference, regardless of race, gender, religion, disability, or sexual orientation. We ask that this respect is extended by everyone, to everyone.

Driving

If you have a current overseas driver licence or international driving permit (IDP), you may drive a car in New Zealand. The minimum legal age to rent a car is 25 years. In New Zealand, we drive on the left side of the road. It is compulsory for the driver and all passengers to wear a seatbelt at all times. All children under the age of 5 years must be seated in an approved child restraint when travelling in cars. The maximum speed limit on the open road is 100km/hour (62miles/hour). The speed limit in urban areas is 50km/hour (31miles/hour). Many New Zealand roads are narrow, winding and mountainous. Visitors should observe the speed limits and drive very carefully, especially if they are unused to these conditions.

Entry to events

Entry to conference events is open to delegates who have paid their registration fees and are wearing conference ID (this will be issued at registration). Entry to conference presentations and events will be strictly monitored.

Hikoi

The Maori tribal community of Ngati Whare has offered conference delegates a once-in- a-lifetime opportunity to spend two days at their Marae in the beautiful Whirinaki rainforest at the edge of one of New Zealand’s most important National Parks. Delegates will travel to the tribal area from Auckland and spend two days discussing the conference themes, and learning about the tribal history of Ngati Whare, the guardians of the Whirinaki rainforest, before travelling to Wellington. 
You can find out more about Ngati Whare at their website at www.ngatiwhare.iwi.nz and www.whirinaki.org.nz. At the end of the 2-day visit, delegates will take the 6- hour bus trip to Wellington, arriving the day before the conference begins. To find out more, email Joanna Kidman Joanna.Kidman@vuw.ac.nz as soon as possible. NB: outside weather temperatures are likely to be low in the National Park area, usually between 10-12C (50-55F), but it can get much colder. 

Kaitiaki

In the broad sense of the term, kaitiaki means caregiver(s), guardian(s), and protector(s) and is the term of address given to our conference volunteers by the conference committee. Kaitiaki will be highly visible and are available to delegates for all enquires and assistance.  

Medical needs/illness

If you require medical attention during the conference, please inform any of the highly visible conference kaitiaki/caregivers and they will arrange assistance. A First Aid box will be available in the registration area for minor problems.

Merchandise

Conference shirts and light weight jackets will be available for purchase. 

Powhiri (welcoming ceremony)

The welcoming ceremony is an important part of the conference proceedings, and will be conducted according to Maori protocol. Delegates are encouraged to attend.

Registration
It is strongly recommended that delegates complete registration and pay in advance for the conference to avoid lengthy queues on the first day. There is a limit on the number of people that can comfortably and safely attend presentations, so please consider registering as quickly as possible. We will need some form of personal ID if you register during the conference.
Signing up for presentations

Due to Health and Safety regulations and room size, there are limits on the number of people who can attend certain presentations. Sign-up sheets will be available at the conference and delegates may sign up in advance for the papers they wish to attend. Once the sheets are fully signed up, entry to sessions will be closed. 

Smoking

Smoking is not permitted inside public buildings in New Zealand. Please smoke outside.
Speaking times

Each presentation has been allocated 45 minutes and includes question time. Time limits will be strictly enforced. Please do not put our session facilitators in a position where they must interrupt your presentation to introduce the next presenter.
Sponsors

This conference is sponsored by Nga Pae o te Maramatanga and HistoryWorks. The Conference Committee wishes to express its gratitude to these organisations for making this event possible.

Symposium

A symposium for Emerging Maori Researchers will take place on the second day of the conference. This symposium showcases research from some of the best young Maori researchers in New Zealand. The symposium is sponsored by Nga Pae o te Maramatanga, the Maori Centre of Research Excellence.

Taxi
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We encourage delegates to use the conference’s preferred supplier – Wellington Combined Taxis. Present your conference taxi card (included in your conference registration pack) upon entering the taxi and receive a 10% discount.  Discount applies to cash payments only (they are more than happy to stop off at ATM machines).
To gain the discount prior to the conference, show the driver something that has the conference name on it (e.g. this information doc, letter).  At the Wellington airport, the Wellington Combined taxi stand is the second row over from the doors.  Look for this logo.

Tipping

New Zealanders do not depend on tips or gratuities for their income, and tips are not expected for normal service, even in restaurants and pubs. However, tipping in appreciation for extra service, kindness or attention is at the discretion of the visitor.

Tours

Conference tours of Wellington are available on the first day of the conference. These tours will take place after the formal welcome on the first day and have been timetabled so that delegates have an early opportunity to meet each other. Tour costs are separate from the cost of registration.
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