THORPE, Katrina (Worimi)
BIO

Katrina is a descendant of the Worimi people of Post Stephens, New South Wales, Australia.  Professionally she has worked as a high school teacher, staff trainer, Indigenous Studies consultant, and for the past ten years as a lecturer in Aboriginal Studies. During this time she has taught across a wide range of multi-disciplinary fields including Education, Australian Studies, Arts, Sociology, Gender Studies, Health and Nursing. Katrina’s academic interests include anti-racism and social justice education, promoting inclusion of Indigenous perspectives across all areas of curriculum, Indigenous Australian Studies and quality teaching and learning, planning and evaluation. Katrina is currently preparing her research proposal for admission into a PhD Program at the University of Technology, Sydney where her study will focus on Indigenous Australian Studies teaching and learning in Higher Education.

ABSTRACT

Transforming Academic Paradigms and Creating New Frontiers? Or, Is It Just Incorporating All Things ‘Indigenous’ Into Academic Programs?
This paper outlines early stages of a study of Australian Indigenous Studies curriculum in the higher education sector. It investigates curriculum areas across the disciplines to achieve deeper understandings of what is meant by Australian Indigenous Studies and what is incorporated as Indigenous history, epistemologies, knowledge, languages, and cultures. 
A key question for the research is: ‘how well do formal learning situations capture content and processes that work for Indigenous students’? 
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