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ABSTRACT 

Kaupapa M�ori Initial Teacher Education : Social, Political and Educational 

Transformation for M�ori 

 

A recent media release based on the quality of teacher education in New Zealand 

suggested programmes offered by some M�ori providers lacked rigour.  This paper 

talks back to that article heightening the awareness of M�ori centred teacher education 

in Aotearoa New Zealand and the implication of this on policy, pedagogy and 

practice.  This paper presents an indigenous M�ori perspective of teacher education 

examining the outcomes of a M�ori educational initiative through analysis of the 

practices of a sample of beginning teachers who were prepared in M�ori centred 

initial teacher education programme in a Whare Wananga that prioritises the concept 

of AKO.  The paper seeks to make explicit and examine critically the special 

attributes and pedagogical practices of graduates of a M�ori centred initial teacher 

education programme. The implications for initial teacher education policy and 

practice and for informing current issues surrounding the achievement of M�ori 

children in schools will be examined.      

 


