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Kia hoki wairua mai – This paper considers the values and principles that underpinned the process of contributing research and creating a forum to inform and inspire debate about an ongoing and critical issue for Ngati Maniapoto Iwi – the issue of Māori land alienation in the King Country and the continuing Iwi struggle to gain recompense for the loss of their ancestral lands. 

Unlike ‘traditional’ scholarly research symposiums/seminars/conferences hosted by tertiary educational institutions, whose goals are often primarily ‘academic’ in nature and whose audiences often consist of ‘academic peers’, we were concerned with creating a forum that would feel familiar and be imbued with an ambience that enabled the Iwi to ‘wananga’
 the issues, making it a truly participatory experience in practical, methodological and scholarly terms. 

In Māori epistemology knowledge originates from the gods. Tane, having separated his parents Papatuanuku and Ranginui, and ever inquisitive, traversed the heavens to retrieve the three baskets of knowledge, such was the value placed on knowledge. Once retrieved, Tane was obligated to share what he found. He did so, scattering that knowledge on earth for human beings to search out, recover and use for their spiritual and physical development and well being. From that time to this a central principle has underpinned the search for knowledge for Māori – that it should benefit humankind.
 Contemporary Māori scholars are no less obligated to disseminate knowledge for the benefit of the people.

The mission of Te Wananga o Aotearoa (TWOA) is to, through education, equip Māori people with knowledge of their heritage, land and culture so that they can conduct themselves with confidence and self-determination in a global world. The research philosophy within TWOA is grounded in kaupapa Māori and is guided by a set of values that have their genesis in Te Ao Māori. In this we are fortunate because we work in an educational institution where kaupapa Māori is the ‘norm’ rather than the ‘other’. Implicit in our research project for the ‘Alienation of Māori Land in the King Country Wananga’ were the broader Māori epistemological position and the Kaupapa Māori transformative objective that research should benefit humankind and build research capacity in Māori communities. In doing so there was implicit acknowledgement that the written knowledge we would contribute to the Wananga would be enhanced by the local knowledge that the Iwi would bring – both their personal knowledge, and the historical knowledge of their whānau, Hapu and Iwi. 
The subject of this paper fits into two of the conference themes, “Social, Political and Economic Transformation” and “New Frontiers of Knowledge.” It explores the role of academic scholarship in the context of Kaupapa Māori research and the way that it can directly benefit the well being of Māori educationally, socially, economically and personally. It also explores the research process, academic priorities and dilemmas in the face of Māori priorities and the way that these may be reconciled to both meet the goal of excellence in kaupapa Māori research in academic contexts and the priorities of Māori communities. 

� The phrase is borrowed from Peyi Soyinka-Airewele, Navigating ‘Realities,’ Illusions, and Academic Impulses: Displaced Scholars at Large, GSC Quarterly, Fall 2002, downloaded on 9/03/2005 from � HYPERLINK "http://www.ssrc.org/programs/gsc_quarterly/newsletter6/content/peyi.page" �www.ssrc.org/programs/gsc_quarterly/newsletter6/content/peyi.page� 


� In this context ‘Wananga’ is a forum that may be translated as ‘symposium,’ or ‘seminar’ or ‘conference’


� In this context ‘Wananga’ is ‘to debate’  


� Ranginui Walker, Growing Research Skills at Iwi Level, Seminar, Nga Pae o te Maramatanga, 9 November 2004, p 1 





