Kiwi cleaner prepared to pay price for peace

 17 February 2003

 Karamea odd-jobs woman Margie Beamsley likes to think of the $5000 she has spent on an advertisement opposing war in Iraq as "liquid love" – helping to bring a message of peace and hope to the world. 

The 51-year-old has published an open letter to United States President George W Bush in today's Dominion Post, calling on him to rethink his threats of war against the regime of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

Ms Beamsley makes her living cleaning motels, cutting hair and sewing in the small town on the West Coast of the South Island. She decided to place the advertisement out of a sense of frustration at the seeming inevitability of war. She had never done anything like it before, she said. "I am not that tuned into the media.

But there did not seem to be much grassroots opposition to war." Ms Beamsley said she wrote her open letter to Mr Bush "out of a real sense of hopelessness and aloneness". "I want President Bush and those who advise and support him to realise there is another way." 

Though advocates of military action condemn Iraq's continuing non-compliance with security council resolutions and its concealment of weapons of mass destruction, Ms Beamsley said war was not the answer. "I feel it is not about Iraq's weapons of mass destruction. It is the continuation of a revenge mentality. "I do not see revenge or retaliation as a way of bringing peace." 

The idea of the letter had its beginnings after the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks in the US. Ms Beamsley was concerned at Mr Bush's desire for revenge against al Qaeda and its alleged backers, including Iraq.

 "Every time I saw Bush on television he reminded me of a 10-year-old who, as soon as he came under attack, would threaten others. What was needed after September 11, was for all of us, especially leaders, to look at things in a calm and emotionally separate way. I am not saying that we should not have been moved by what happened. But decisions should be made on a clear and rational basis, not from a desire for revenge." 

Ms Beamsley said she paid for the advertisement with a legacy from an uncle who died several years ago. She has no regrets about foregoing an overseas holiday or consumer goods to make her argument for peace. "I see that money as liquid love."

 --------------------------------------------------------------------

(Actual letter)

Dear Mr Bush

For several weeks I considered writing to you, but each thought met with a picture of my letter, unread, under a pile of others. Yet I cried at my powerlessness to bring sense to a world living on edge.

Then I saw my letter a different way - crazy, but it seemed you would more likely read it if I wrote it in large print in a New Zealand daily.  

Mr Bush, please say "Never again" to war. You can, even now, change your position. You need not see the day when you are reviled as the man who brought the world to war. You can take a different stand, and be honoured as the man who used his power to find a warless way, a way that remembers that every human being is glorious, hidden, like you and me, beneath our fears.

Please, gather around you some of the clear-thinking people and wonderful organisations your grand country has produced, and find a different way.

It is absolutely possible. You need only decide to say "Never again" to war, and open the way to a new civilisation.

I honour you.

With kind regards, 

Margie Beamsley

Arapito Rd 

RD3 Karamea 

New Zealand

