	[image: image3.jpg]



	NZ-DPRK Society

New Zealand-Democratic People's Republic of Korea Society

http://www.vuw.ac.nz/~caplabtb/dprk/



Monday, 8 March 2004
Press release

Two prominent New Zealand artists, Richard Nunns and  Kingi Eruera Taurua are to perform in the annual Spring Friendships Arts Festival to be held in Pyongyang 9-19 April.  
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Richard Nunns is one of New Zealand’s most respected performers and researchers of Maori music and instruments.

Recent projects include writing a book about the traditional instruments, performing with: the late Hirini Melbourne, Moana and the Moahunters, Alexa Still, Deborah Wai Kapohe, Evan Parker, Marilyn Crispell and Urban Taniwha, Mike Cooper and recording with Evan Parker, Judy Bailey and the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra.

International interest in his work has taken him recently to the Czech republic,  Greece, Germany, the United States and Italy , to perform and give presentations, lectures and workshops.

Amorangi (Spiritual leader): Kingi Eruera Taurua is a spokesperson for the council of elders for Ngapuhi tribe and is well known as a political activist in Maori land issues.  He has enjoyed a high profile career as a cultural advisor to the New Zealand government on many issues including advisor and supervisor for the making of Maori welfare policy.  
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From 1987 – 1988 he was cultural advisor to the Maori development Unit established under the late John Rangihau.  From 1988 to 1992 he was cultural advisor to the Director – general of Social Welfare and the Komiti Wakahaere.  He was also a member of the Maori Advisory Unit, which focussed on the need to introduce a Maori perspective into the operations of the Probation Division of the Department of Justice.  Until his retirement in 1994 he was manager of the office of Iwi Liason and Chief Maori Advisor to the Minister and Director General of Social Welfare.  He is fluent in all aspects of Maori language and has had extensive involvement in many areas of the Maori community.  Currently he is well-known broadcaster on Maori FM radio.

The last time New Zealanders performed in the festival was when a group from Whitireia Community Polytechnic went in 1992

The annual Spring Arts festival attracts an eclectic collection of artists from around the world, including South Korean pop singers, Russian choirs and American string quartets. One of the groups on this year is the BT Melodians, a West Indian steel band from Britain.

Most go ‘to build bridges’.  Singer Maria Lagios, a professor of voice at Roosevelt University in Chicago, who performed in 2002, explained,  “Using music as a vehicle, we opened roads of communication, helping to erase misperceptions and misunderstandings. We were grateful to have been able to take the message about the US to people in North Korea-to communicate who we really are." The Korean-American cellist, Dongwoo Lee, who performed in 2003, commented, ”I was amazed to see that musicians and artists from so many countries had came to participate in this festival but more impressive was the level of ‘world class’ artistry from all of the participants and organizations.”

The participation in this year’s festival of Richard Nunns and Kingi Taurua has been organised by International New Zealand Artists and has received financial support from the Asia 2000 Foundation and the Willi Fels Trust..  Rev Don Borrie, Chairman of the NZ-DPRK Society which facilitated the visit said, “Apart from introducing NZ music, with a distinctly Maori flavour, to Korean audiences we see this as an excellent way of contributing to people-to-people linkages, breaking down barriers of misunderstanding, and helping build a more peaceful, and prosperous, world’.

David Taylor, New Zealand's Ambassador to both North and South Korea added, "This is a great opportunity for North Korean audiences to learn something of New Zealand Maori culture.  I wish our performers every success in building new human bridges between the DPRK and New Zealand".

Rev Borrie and Dr Tim Beal will be accompanying the musicians to Pyongyang. 
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